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ABSTRACT
In this talk, I will describe our recent work on developing learnable mid-level representations for instance-level
and category-level visual recognition.
First, we have developed a representation of 3D scenes where an entire architectural site is summarized by a set of
scene parts learnt in a discriminative fashion from rendered views of its 3D model. We demonstrate recognizing
3D scene instances in challenging historical and non-photographic imagery, such as paintings and drawings, where
standard local invariant features fail.
Second, using a similar approach we show that an object category can be non-parametrically modeled by a large
collection of 3D CAD models explicitly representing the variation in style and viewpoint. Object detection in
images is posed as a type of 2D to 3D alignment accomplished by matching mid-level object parts learnt from
synthesized views. We demonstrate detection and alignment of ``chairs" in challenging Pascal VOC 2012 images
using a reference library of 1,394 CAD models downloaded from the Internet.
Finally, we investigate learning and transferring mid-level image representations using convolutional neural
networks. We demonstrate that an image representation learnt on a task with a large amount of fully labelled
imagery can significantly improve visual recognition performance on related tasks where supervision is scarce.
The proposed model achieves state-of-the-art results on the Pascal VOC image classification and action
recognition challenge.
The talk is based on recent papers with M. Aubrey, L. Bottou, A. Efros, I. Laptev, D. Maturana, M. Oquab and B. Russell.
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